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On Saturday, July 16, nearly 25 men transformed
the normally vacant and tranquil church property into
a cornucopia of recreational activities for “Man Day".
Frisbees, baseballs, footballs, and even washers
could be seen aloft at various times throughout the
afternoon and evening. Victors were crowned in the
following organized sporting events:

In a battle that came down to the wire, Doug Orsi
was deemed the Clay Target Shooting Champion,
narrowly edging out Dan Ulmer for the top honor. AL

- On his final attempt, Dave Dale neatly landed his golf ball |n3|de runner-up Zane Patalive’s best shot to
claim the “Closest to the Pin” title.

- Through general consensus (due primarily to heat exhaustion), the Ultimate Frisbee competition was
nixed. Nevertheless, the “coveted” trophy was bestowed upon Drew Talbot for playing the most Frisbee
throughout the day and for displaying the most creativity in throwing and catching the disc.

Despite being one of the hottest days of the summer, everyone enjoyed food, drink, and fellowship
under the shade-providing tents. New friendships were established and old ones were rekindled.
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The theme this year was an out-
doors camp in the forest using Gospel
Light's SonRock Kids Camp. The hall-
way was decorated to look like the in-
side of a cabin, complete with a full
floor to ceiling fireplace that had a real
deer head mounted and a real bear rug
in front of it. There was a classroom in
woods with a real pond holding real
live fish!

Every morning from June 20th through June
24th, children ages 4 years old through those who
have completed 6th grade came together to enjoy
crafts, games, snack, and music each day along with
a missionary story and a Bible story. Each activity
built upon and emphasized the Bible lessons which
centered around the interactions of Jesus and Peter.
Throughout the week, there were at least 128 chil-
dren (representing 81 different families) who at-
tended one or more days. Every day there were
over 100 children present, except Friday had 97 chil-
dren, as well as over 60 helpers.

The boys and girls competed to see who brought
in the most money each day for the offering. A total
of $600.04 was collected and will be donated to the
Northeast Pennsylvania Baptist Association (NPBA)
to help build a trailer to be used to help disaster relief
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teams and missions teams. This
trailer will have showers and laundry
facilities that can be taken into devas-
tated areas to enable the disaster relief
team to clean up while they are helping
people in these devastated areas. The
girls won the competition three days
and the boys two; however, the real
"'— winners are the NPBA teams.

Over 100 family members came to the closing
program to hear their children sing some of the VBS
songs before heading outside to the Fun Fair with
lots of booths, hot dogs, face painting, and balloon
animals.

Thank you to all who had a part in making this
year’s VBS a success! Without them, VBS would
not happen. Besides those who volunteered each
day during the week, there were also many people
who helped before VBS even began by putting many
hours into decorating and others who prepared the
crafts and snacks. Thank you!! We also would like
to thank Yvonne Bulttville for her countless hours of
organizing the entire VBS process.

Pray for those who attended that God will speak
to their hearts and for spiritual growth of those who
trusted Jesus Christ as their Savior. Praise God for
the many blessings He gave and for such a wonder-
ful week!




e T e————)

TLKN TRTH

WITH PASTOR TIM

Life Lessons from Road Kill
It happened again! Driving home from the office | noticed a slight movement
ahead of me in the grass on the side of the road. First, a little furry head peeked
out and then he took a few sluggish steps toward the yellow line and stopped...
"] | saw him...a pudgy, dark brown groundhog, nose in the air, black eyes scanning
® the cornfield on the other side of the road. Still hearing my Dad’s voice from driv-

ing lessons more than twenty-five years ago | “slowed down and carefully moved out of the way” thankful that
Punxsutawney Phil's distant cousin made the right choice to stop so he could stay on his side of the road to
dig a hole. (Or do whatever groundhogs do!) Little did | know that my oh-so-wise defensive driving maneuver
that was intended to give my little furry friend more room was apparently read as me giving him the right of
way so he could make his “not so fast break” to the other side of the road to enjoy the many dirt-filled adven-
tures that await...or so he thought! It happened so slow and yet so quick...I heard a dull thud, felt a slight
bump, and looked in my rearview mirror to see that my little dirt-loving’ friend was not so pudgy any more.

As recent transplants to Central PA Wendy, Seth, Sarah and | have made it our goal, not only to get to
know the people but also familiarize ourselves with the beautiful landscape of Clinton County. Whether it has
been by hiking the trails, kayaking the lakes and rivers or driving some of the most twisted roads we have
ever been on, we are thankful for the evidence of God’s creative handiwork everywhere we look. However, on
our journeys we have also noticed something that which is not so beautiful to look at...the road Kill...it's
everywhere! Now whether it’s just the sheer number of skunks, deer, raccoon, rabbits, groundhogs and
various other unidentifiable creatures that seem to thrive in the “Pennsylvania Wilds” or whether or not these
animals are just slower than any other place we have ever lived, we find ourselves regularly playing a game

of “Guess What That Was?” every time we get into the Jeep.

As a pastor who can’t seem to let sleeping groundhogs lie...l actually see a very important lesson that we
can learn from seeing a pile of sickeningly smelly, unidentifiable decaying animal flesh buzzing with flies on
the side of the road. Graphic, yes! Gross, most certainly! But | thought that is exactly what the result of sin is
like. Don’t ever think otherwise, don’t be fooled, don’t ever fall for the “grass is always greener” or the “digging
has got to get easier” lie that leads many to try to cross the road. Just think of the huge number of people to-
day who run the risk and make a break for the other side of life’s proverbial highway...just to see what's
there...just for the fun of it....just for the adventure...just to dig in the dirt a little more. Drunkenness, drug
abuse, divorce, selfishness, pride, lust...the list is long. Yet, it seems many are flattened by it! Thankfully,
God’'s Word warns us that Satan is a very real enemy that seeks to destroy...even though, interesting enough,
he appears innocent and beautiful as an “angel of light”. A lesson in all of this? Our lesson? Remember the
enemy’s goal is to entice you to be drawn away and ultimately crushed under the weight of sin. What Good
News it is to know that Jesus not only can keep you from that but also, through His redeeming work on the
cross, forgive us and cleanse us from all sin...so we do not need to live crushed, defeated and ruined lives.
So remember the next time you are out for a ride...hold your nose, take a look and learn a lesson - trust. God

has a great plan for your life on the safe side of the road.

Greetings church! How blessed we are to
be in the family of God! As many of our sec-
ond service worshippers know, our 10:30
a.m. service is getting pretty full which makes finding seats
difficult. What a great problem to have, right? Since sum-
mertime traditionally has lower attendance due to vacation
schedules and out of town traveling, we anticipate a signifi-
cant demand for seats in our second service once fall starts
and the students return from break. As such, please con-
sider coming to our 8:00 a.m. service where there are still
plenty of available seats full of friendly and happy people.
We could really use for 40-50 people to move to our 8:00

a.m. service which will allow our church to continue to grow.

Thanks for considering the 8 a.m. challenge!

Church Website:
www.bigwoods.org

Listserv:
prayer@bigwoods.org

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/BigWoods/

Listserv Reminder

We appreciate your efforts in keeping the list-
serv for prayer requests and praises, church re-
lated activities, and other special requests. A
friendly reminder to everyone to please not for-
ward unnecessary emails. When in doubt,
please contact the church office or an Elder.
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What a fantastic spring and
summer our church has had!
The elders are overwhelmed
with the amount of effort that the
families of our church invested to make this year’s
VBS one of the biggest and best we have ever had.
What really encouraged us were the number of
unique individuals plus entire families that served to-
gether with the preparation and delivery of VBS. This
event stretched us and also unified us around a com-
mon vision, and the outcome of our efforts was the
sharing of the gospel through word and deed to well
over 100 children and their families.

Following our VBS week, the men’s ministry and
women’s ministry also organized events to continue
to reach into the community. These events were
designed to be fun and enjoyable and to provide an
opportunity for us to invite and build relationships with
friends and parents of VBS kids that may not be
attending church elsewhere. As the summer pro-
gresses and we move into fall, we encourage every
one in our church family to be purposeful in our
relationships; reaching out to friends and neighbors
with God'’s love. We are the light in a dark world; let
Jesus’ love flow through you to touch the world.

Our other big praise during these last few
months has, of course, been welcoming Pastor Tim
and his family into our church body. What a blessing
the Boger family has already been to so many within
our church and also within the community. | had a
church member recently ask how Pastor Tim is fitting
in with the elders and | am happy to report that |
could not imagine a better fit. Our relationships on
the board continue to be transparent and energizing
and have allowed us to effectively evaluate and pro-
actively plan for the coming months. Please continue
to pray for God'’s protection and wisdom to cover the
elder board.

With considering the remaining months of 2011,
the activities are high on our list to work on include:
re-engineering our life group ministry, adding addi-
tional Bible community classes, and strengthening
our youth ministry primarily through seeking a youth
minister to add to our staff. We have been discuss-
ing the possibility of having a couple’s retreat with the
desire to offer ways to strengthen the marriages
within our church. As always, the elders have a lis-
tening ear, so if you have wisdom and insight that
you desire to share to move these ministries or oth-
ers forward, please communicate them to the board.

Finally, please keep our church’s mission in
mind, to love God with all of your heart, mind, soul,
and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself.
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Students will be returning to
classes at LHU on August
29th and New Life will hit the
= ground running with many
activities to engage as many

new and returning students as possible.

Prayer requests:

Pray for our student leadership team, that they will
set a great example for the other students and
that they will be able to engage and energize their
peers to be witnesses for Christ on campus.

Pray that we will be able to make meaningful con-
nections with LOTS of incoming students in the
first few weeks.

Pray for the Fall/Winter events: Encounter (state-
wide student retreat Oct. 25-26), and Passion
2012 (nationwide collegiate event held in Atlanta
in early January).

How you can be involved:

In September, be on the lookout for new stu-
dents visiting Big Woods for the first time. Be
warm, engaging, and take an interest in them.
“Where are you from?” “What is your major?”
“How are you settling in?” “How can | pray for
you this semester?”

Volunteer to drive students to and from church
on Sundays.

Volunteer to provide yummy, homemade snacks
for one of our Friday night large group meetings.
Let us know if you are interested in discipling a
student during the Spring Semester. We will
prepare you in the Fall and match you with a
student in the Spring.

Engage students in things that interest you —
invite them to go for a walk on the levee, chal-
lenge them to a pick-up soccer game, invite two
students over for dinner and encourage them
each to invite one friend, offer to take a student
to Williamsport or State College when you go
shopping (especially Freshmen and those with-
out vehicles), or whatever works for you!

Thanks for all you do to make the ministry of New
Life Student Fellowship so successful at LHU! We
love bringing students to Big Woods and feel so
blessed to have such a wonderful partnership with a
local church. We’'ll keep bringing them to you, you
keep loving on ‘em!




The Right Conditions
Every June my husband
g makes his annual pilgrimage to
.« Canada for a black bear hunting
Sobbj jo S and Canadian Pike fishing trip. It
occurred to me that conditions have to be just right
for him to experience success. You know, he has
to have Realtree camo, an Ugli Stick fishing rod,
[lumonock arrows, a Winchester rifle, and of
course, Scentblock so the animals don’t detect you
if you’re upwind of them.

It is my responsibility to prepare meals and
“goodies” for the duration of the trip. It's usually
“Train Wreck Stew”, chicken rice soup, chili, Chex
Mix, a variety of cookies, and of course, fudge.
Now, | am still a novice at fudge making, but as |
was making peanut butter and chocolate fudge for
him to take this year, the weather was so hot and
humid | began to worry. The atmosphere can seri-
ously affect the consistency of the candy. The
sugar mixture has to come to just the right tem-
perature and boiling consistency before it will cool
to a smooth but “cut-able” confection. It can be a
real trick to find success as a fudge maker. Condi-
tions have to be just right.

It occurred to me that | am so glad that God
didn’t make the terms of our salvation in such a
way that we have to meet certain conditions.
There are many examples in the Bible of people
who God accepted. In fact, some of them He said
were men after His own heart.

Adam disobeyed God in the garden and in
that experience he brought sin into the world. If |
were God, | would have been so angry at Adam |
certainly would not have forgiven him. David dis-
obeyed in many areas including adultery, but God
still loved him dearly. Paul, who had been guilty of
persecuting those of faith in Jesus Christ, was
converted to Christianity himself. God never
placed special conditions on these giants of great
faith for their sins to be forgiven, and for them to
earn eternal life. God never said you must clean
up your act before you can be forgiven. He never
handed out sentences of penance. He never
asked anyone to work off their sins before they
could attain their right to everlasting life. Romans
10:9 says “That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised Him from the dead,
thou should be saved.” The conditions? Confess
and believe. And one final reminder that Christ is
the only way from Acts 4:12, “Neither is there sal-
vation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.” No special conditions, but to con-
fess and believe.
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Fragrance of Beauty
Fall Women'’s Retreat
“and walk in love, just as Christ also loved
Women's! You and gave Himself for us an offering
Retreat| and sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma”
Ephesians 5:2.

XN

Friday and Saturday, Sept. 30 - Oct. 1, 2011
at Sylvan Hills Retreat Center (near Howard)

Our purpose is to provide a time away for women
ages 16 and older to become fully renewed physi-
cally, mentally and spiritually, and to commune with
the Lord and grow in relationship with one another.

The speaker will be Dr. Amy Baker: counselor,
instructor, speaker, and Director of Counseling at
Vision of Hope, a faith-based residential treatment
center. Amy comes to us from Lafayette, IN, where
she lives with her husband and is on staff at Faith
Baptist Church.

Cost: $35.00
Registration brochures available at the church.

Invite a friend and join other women for a weekend
of fragrant beauty that will encourage and refresh
you physically and spiritually.

Women's Prayer

J& = @% A great way to start your day is
A B ith prayer! Join us on the third
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E ‘ jﬁi 57 Saturday of each month as we

come together for a prayer break-
fast. We begin at 8:00 a.m. with
some fellowship and a short devotion followed by
breakfast and a time of prayer as we lift up each
other, our church, and our community.

© Sept. 17 at Blue Chimney

© Oct. 15 at Yvonne Buttville’s home

© Nov. 19 at Restless Oaks

© Dec. 17 at Big Woods Bible Church
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The card ministry is always in need
of card donations birthday cards (for
men, women, children) as well as an-
niversary cards. There is a drop-off
box in the church’s welcome area
near the malil folders.

Welcome
st

it
Y

Volunteers are needed to deliver a cookie
jar welcome gift to visitors to our church.
If you are interested, please call Vicki
Stout at 753-3697 for details or email
sjimbo55@msn.com.

Ministry




As a church we have
been blessed with an in-
creasingly growing youth
group and our youth are
sincerely striving to
mature in their faith. To
date, the youth have
been led by a team of parents who continue to love
and pour their lives into each child and young
adult. The team has done an amazing job with
shepherding and mentoring our youth but they
have also identified their limitations with being able
to provide additionally needed time and expertise
to this ministry. As such, the team and the elders
have agreed upon the need to seek a dedicated
youth minister to bring the needed resources to
this ministry. The result of this decision was the
creation of a Youth Pastor Search Committee.
The membership of the Youth Pastor Search
Committee is Brett Everhart, Scott Heckman, Kim-
ber Brady, Sue Ulmer, and Pastor Tim. Over the
next few months they will be creating a job descrip-
tion, soliciting applications, and interviewing candi-
dates. This process will be “fast tracked” in com-
parison to our Pastor Search Committee that was
formed to seek Pastor Tim, and it is hoped that we
will have a candidate selected by the end of 2011.
The committee’s first task is to develop the job de-
scription and to determine if this will be a full-time
or part-time position. Then they will submit a
budget request for the salary package for consid-
eration. Please be praying about this ministry and
also the anticipated increase in financial support
that may be need-ed. We are stepping out in faith,
believing that God is leading us in this direction
and we trust He will confirm His leading by making
provision as needed.

Our annual picnic was held
on Sunday, August 7 at
Riverview Park. Despite a
sprinkle during set up, God
blessed us with a beautiful
afternoon of a baptism in
the Susquehanna River
and fellowship and of course, food!

Congratulations to Krista
MciIntosh and Cheryl
Reeder who were baptized
Sunday, August 7 in the
Susquehanna River.

Out Of The Mouths Of Babes!

During VBS, one of our teachers ask-

ed her class “What Testament was this

Bible story found in? The Old or the New Testa-
ment?” One little boy answered, “The Middle
Testament.”

On Sunday, Oct. 2 is the annual o
Life Chain in Williamsport. Itis l e
a peaceful, silent, prayerful event ﬂlh

for the whole family organized by

the Christian community to proclaim that abortion is
killing children. Help BWBC be a part of this by
standing in front of the Taco Bell (BWBC's assigned
area) on the Golden Strip (3rd St.) in Williamsport
from 2:15 to 3:30 pm rain or shine or snow! Call
Yvonne Buttville (753-5373) for more details.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES:

Winter (Dec-Jan-Feb) - Nov. 1
Spring (Mar-Apr-May) - Feb.1

Summer (Jun-Jul-Aug) - May 1
Fall (Sep-Oct-Nov) - Aug 1

The deadline dates will stay the same each year.

Christmas is coming and so is the
Happy Birthday Jesus party. Be watch-
— ing the church bulletin for the date in

HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
early December.

Mark it on your calendar that March
For Life will be held in Washington,
DC on January 23, 2012. More

C%Iarchforqjk details will available in December.
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